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(Early 1974) 
Mike Oldfield writes and records demos for his second album at his home, The Beacon, 
Herefordshire, England. 
“Hergest Ridge (Part One) (1974 Demo)” 
“Hergest Ridge (Part Two) (1974 Demo)” 
“Chinese Tune” – Not much is known of this piece apart from its description in the March 16, 
1974, issue of Melody Maker. It may have been rewritten into a part of what became Hergest 
Ridge or was an unused idea. 
 

“Hergest Ridge (Part One) (1974 Demo)” 20:19 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: Hergest Ridge (2010 Deluxe Edition) 
It’s pretty much all here, the various movements and structure of what would appear 
on the album. Of course, being a demo, it’s a bit rough, but it shows Oldfield 
organizing his new ideas. Some of the parts are played by different instruments than 
would be on the album. 
 
“Hergest Ridge (Part Two) (1974 Demo)” 18:10 
 Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: Hergest Ridge (2010 Deluxe Edition) 
Like the Part One demo, this also shows Mike having assembled the parts of the piece 
into a cohesive whole, thus giving him a detailed map for the actual album sessions. 
 

(February 3) 
Atlantic Records releases the singles “Tubular Bells” in the North America. The label advertises 
“Now the Original Theme from ‘The Exorcist’.” 
7” singe: 
“Tubular Bells (Now the Original Theme from The Exorcist)” 
“Tubular Bells (Part One – Finale Edit)” 
 

“Tubular Bells (Now the Original Theme from The Exorcist)” 3:18 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: North America 7” single; A Virgin Compilation 
This is the infamous version released as a single to promote The Exorcist film, without 
approval from Mike. As such, Oldfield fans try to ignore it (it’s rarely listed on collector 
websites, even very detailed ones). Disowned as it is by fans and Oldfield himself, it 
does exist and did do a good deal to help promote the album in North America. The 
edit itself is pretty brutal. The “Introduction” portion is truncated before it jumps 
ahead to “Fast Guitars,” then “Basses,” then the “Introduction” starts over before 
fading out. Not the best representation of the album, by far. 
 
“Tubular Bells (Part One – Finale Edit)” 4:39 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: North American 7” single; North American 7” Promo 
The B-side to the single is a more straightforward edit, of the “Finale” section, starting 
just before the “grand piano” announcement and ending with a fade out after “...plus 
tubular bells!” 

 
Promo 7” single: 
“Tubular Bells (Now the Original Theme from The Exorcist)” (Stereo) 



“Tubular Bells (Now the Original Theme from The Exorcist)” (Mono) 
 
(February – March) 
Kevin Ayers records his album The Confessions of Dr. Dream and Other Stories at Air Studios 
and Ramport Studios, London, England. Mike Oldfield records a guitar solo for “Everybody’s 
Sometime And Some People’s All The Time Blues.”  
 
(Date Unknown) 
Warner Brothers releases Music Excerpts from The Exorcist soundtrack LP in North America, 
featuring two edits of “Tubular Bells (Part One).” 
 

“Georgetown/Tubular Bells” 5:27 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: Music Excerpts from The Exorcist 
The version starts with audio from the film as the character Chris MacNeil leaves her 
home in Georgetown, segueing into the familiar “Introduction,” which starts so quietly 
as to be nearly inaudible as it very slowly fades in. As it reaches the end, it fades into 
segue of itself starting over, before fading out again.  
 
“Tubular Bells (Short Soundtrack Excerpt)” 0:27 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: Music Excerpts from The Exorcist 
This is a very short clip of the “Introduction,” which cuts off abruptly (because of the 
next track jumping in). Pointless as a standalone piece, but it works on the album as a 
whole. 

 
(Spring) 
Mike Oldfield starts recording his second album at Basing Street Studios, London, England 
(early Hergest Ridge sessions).  These sessions go poorly as Oldfield dislikes the environment.  
 

Mike Oldfield tries to work at a new studio (possibly Chipping Norton Studios, Oxfordshire, 
England), on Hergest Ridge, but does not use the booked time at all. 
 
Mike Oldfield begins work anew on Hergest Ridge, now at The Manor, Shipton-on-Cherwell, 
Oxfordshire, England. Tracks worked on include: 
“Theme From Tubular Bells” – This is a re-recording of the “Bagpipe Guitars” movement from 
“Tubular Bells (Part Two).” The new arrangement was an idea from George Martin (producer of 
The Beatles). 
“Froggy Went A-Courting” – two versions of the song are recorded, using the same backing 
track. Both are duets between Mike and Vanessa Branson, but Mike sings one of Vanessa’s parts 
instead of her on one of the takes.  
“Spanish Tune”  
 

“Spanish Tune” 3:10 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: Hergest Ridge (2010 Deluxe Edition); Icon 
The existence of this single was long the stuff of legends, appearing in the discography 
of the Oldfield biography 10. Little else was known about this possible single, apart 
from being listed as a promo. It’s listed as unreleased on the Hergest Ridge Deluxe 
Edition liner notes, but some sources note the existence of test pressings. Since the 
official Deluxe Edition release, the mystery would seem more or less solved. The track 
itself is quite different from the album version, with David Bedford’s string parts 
absent and the guitar more prominent. There are timpani drums also and overall the 
track sounds more like a different recording (possibly an earlier one) of the 4th and 
final movement of Hergest Ridge, rather than being a remix as claimed in the Deluxe 
Edition liner notes. 



 
(April – May) 
Robert Wyatt, formerly of The Whole World, works on his album Rock Bottom, at The Manor, 
Shipton-on-Cherwell, Oxfordshire, England. Mike Oldfield records guitar for the track “Little 
Red Robin Hood Hit The Road.” 
 
(May) 
Mike Oldfield finishes recording Hergest Ridge at The Manor, Shipton-on-Cherwell, Oxfordshire, 
England. Sally and Terry Oldfield appear on the album, as does William Murray (formerly of The 
Whole World) and Clodagh Simonds. 
 
Kevin Ayers releases his album The Confessions of Dr. Dream and Other Stories album in the UK 
and North America, featuring Mike Oldfield on the track “Everybody’s Sometime And Some 
People’s All The Time Blues.” 
 

“Everybody’s Sometime And Some People’s All The Time Blues” 5:06 
Written by Kevin Ayers 
Appears on: The Confessions of Dr. Dream and Other Stories 
A laid back bit of blues that chugs along nicely. It features a good solo by Mike Oldfield 
and definitely worth the effort to hunt this down. 

 
(June 1) 
Kevin Ayers, John Cale, Brian Eno and Nice perform at the Rainbow Theatre, London, England. 
Among the guest artists is Mike Oldfield. 
 

“Everybody’s Sometime And Some People’s All The Time Blues (June 1, 1974)” 5:06 
Written by Kevin Ayers 
Appears on: June 1, 1974 
This live version of the song is pretty much like the album version. Mike plays electric 
guitar and Kevin introduced him as he goes into his solo.  
 
“Two Goes Into Four (June 1, 1974)” 2:37 
Written by Kevin Ayers 
Appears on: June 1, 1974 
This is a pretty faithful version to the album cut, only with Mike on acoustic guitar. 
This is a great live album in itself, even the tracks Mike doesn’t play on.  

 
(June 28) 
Mike Oldfield releases Mike Oldfield’s Singe in the UK and Europe.  
UK 7” single: 
“Theme From Tubular Bells” 
“Froggy Went A-Courting (UK Version)” 
 
German 7” single: 
“Theme From Tubular Bells” 
“Froggy Went A-Courting (German Version)” 
 

“Theme From Tubular Bells” 3:55 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: UK 7” single; Tubular Bells (2009 Stereo Mix Edition, Deluxe Edition & 
Ultimate Edition), The Collection 
This is a gentler version of the “Bagpipe Guitars” part of Tubular Bells, with a brand 
new arrangement and a few of the additional musicians from the Hergest Ridge 
sessions, when it was recorded. It used to be something of a rarity, but re-issues have 



made it much easier to get a hold of. There no excuse for serious Oldfield fans to not 
have this. 
 
“Froggy Went A-Courting (UK Version)” 4:26 
Written by: Unknown (16th Century trad., arr. Oldfield) 
Appears on:  UK 7” single 
Unlike the A-side, this recording of the traditional English folk song has been left off 
releases like the Elements boxed set and the 2009 Editions of Tubular Bells, making the 
only released formats the vinyl singles. Thus, it’s part of a group of Mike Oldfield tracks 
many yearn to see both remastered and released digitally. The song itself is unlike 
other modern recordings of it made by rock/pop stars. Mike does away with the olde 
time “uh-huh” in each line and sings it in a less quaint way. The backing track, though, 
is as beautifully arranged as anything Mike was doing at the time and is the real reason 
to seek this track out. Listen closely to just how much is going on in there. 
 
“Froggy Went A-Courting (German Version)” 4:26 
Written by: Unknown (16th Century trad., arr. Oldfield) 
Appears on:  German 7” single 
This version, found on German singles (and possibly other territories), features a 
different vocal take each from Mike and Vanessa. It may even have been an earlier 
take, as it’s less polished (Branson actually seems to start giggling after her lines near 
the end). The most noticeable difference is that Mike sings one of her verses instead of 
her (“The owls did hoots…” bit).  

 
Kevin Ayers, John Cale, Brian Eno and Nice release their live album June 1, 1974, featuring 
Mike Oldfield on two tracks. 
 
(Date Unknown) 
Virgin Records, via Atlantic Records, issues a promo 7” single for Mike Oldfield’s album Tubular 
Bells in North America. 
Promo 7” single: 
“Tubular Bells (Part One – Finale Edit)” 
“Tubular Bells (Part One – Finale Long Edit)” 
 

“Tubular Bells (Part One – Finale Long Edit)” 7:40 
Written by Mike Oldfield 
Appears on: North American 7” Promo  
Where the A-side of the promo single features the earlier edit that backed the US 
Exorcist version, this is a more complete cut of the Finale of Part One. It removes much 
of the repeating bit before the introduction of the instruments by Vivian Stanshell. Not 
bad if you want a stand-alone version of the Finale. 
 

(July 26) 
Robert Wyatt releases his album Rock Bottom on Virgin Records, featuring Mike Oldfield on the 
track “Little Red Robin Hood Hits The Road.” 
 

“Little Red Robin Hood Hits The Road” 6:08 
Written by Robert Wyatt 
Appears on: Rock Bottom 
Mike’s contribution to this track is limited to the first half, where his layered, 
repeating guitars create a hypnotic atmosphere under Wyatt’s mellow, almost Pink 
Floyd-esque vocals (which may not be a coincidence, as Floyd’s Nick Mason produced 
the album). The second half of the song (which doesn’t feature Oldfield) is an odd, 
droning piece with curiously atonal spoken-word lyrics.  

 



(August) 
David Bedford records his album Star’s End with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra via Manor 
Mobile at Barking Town Hall, Barking, Essex, England. Mike Oldfield co-produces the album 
with Bedford and records guitar on it. The score is conducted by Vernon Handley. 
 
(August 28) 
Mike Oldfield releases his album Hergest Ridge in the UK, Europe and North America. Track 
listing as follows: 
 
“Hergest Ridge (Part One)” 
“Hergest Ridge (Part Two)” 
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